
SSO GROWTH IN GRACE.

• Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord :' Here joy begins to en-

ter into us, there we (hall enter into joy : God keeps his beil

wine till lail. Hehogabalus bathed hinifelt'in fweet perfumed

waters : What joy when the Ibul (hail forever bathe itfelf in the

pure and pleafant fountain of God's love? What joy to fee the

orient brightnefs of Chrill's face, and have the kifles of thofe

lips which drop I'weet Irnelling myrrh ? Laetabitur fponfa in

amplexihus Dumini, Aug. Oh! if a clufter of grapes here be

fo i'weet, what will the full vintage be ? How may this fet us

all a-longing for that place, where forruw cannot live, and where
joy cannot die.

GROWTH IN GRACE.

S Pet, iii. 18. But grow in grace.

FRUIT IV.

CROWTH of grace. True grace is progrelTive, of a
fpreading, growing nature. It is with grace, as with the light,:

Firft, There is the Crepufculumy or day-break : then it fliines

brighter to the full meridian. A good Chrillian is like the cro-

codile, quamdiu vivit crefcit ; he hath never done growing.
The faints are not only compared to ftars for their light, but to

trees for their growth, Ifa. Ixi. 3. Hof. xiv. 5. A good Chrif-

tian is not like Hezekiah's fun that went backward, nor Jofhua's
fun that flood ilill, but it is always advancing in holinefs, and
increafing with the increafe of God, Col. ii. 16. Now, toam-
plify and illuftrate this?

Q. 1. How many ways may a Cliriftian be faid to grow in

grace

?

Anf. 1. He grows i;?g'ore, in the exercife ofgrace ; his lamps
are burning and fhining : therefore we read of a lively hope,
1 Pet. i. 3. Here is the a6livity of grace ; the church prays for

the blowing of the Spirit, that her fpices might flow forth.

Cant. iv. 61.

2. A Chriflian grows gradu^ in the degree of grace ; he goes
from Itrength taflrength, Pfal. Ixxxiv. 7- viz. from one degree
of grace, to another. A faint goes from faith to faith, Rom. i.

17- and his love abounds more and more, Phil. i. i). Here is

growing in the degree.

Q. 2. Wliat is the right manner of a Chriflian^s growth ?

Anf. 1. The right manner of growth, is to grow lefs in one's

own eyes, Pfal. xxii. 6. ' I am a worm, and no man.* The
fight of corruption and ignorance make a Chriflian grow into a
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diflike of himfelf, he doth vanifh in his own eyes. Job abhorred

himf'elf in the duit, ch. xlii. Q. This is good to grow out of con-

ceit with one's felf.

2. Tile right manner of growth, is to grow proportionably,

when a Chriitian grows in one grace as well as another, 2 l^et.

i. 5. To grow in knowledge, but not in meeknefs, brotherly

love, good works, this is not the right growth ; a thing may
fwell, and not grow; a man may be fwelled with knowledge,
yet may have no fpiritual growth : the right manner of growth
is uniform, growing in one grace as well as another.' As the

beauty of the body is, when there is a fymmetry of parts, not

only the head grows, but the arms and breall ; fo fpiritual

growth is moft beautiful, when there is a fymmetry and propor-

tion, every grace thrives.

3. The right manner of growth is, "wlien a Chriftian hath
'grace fuitable to his feveral employments and occafions ; when
corruptions are ftrong, and he hath grace able to giv€ check to

them ; burdens are heavy, and he hath patience able to bear

them ; temptations fierce, and he hath faith able to refill them

:

here is grace growing in the right manner.

Q. 3. Whence is it that true grace cannot hut grow ?

Anf. 1. It is proper for grace to grow ; it hjemen manenSy
the feed of God, 1 John iii. 9. It is the nature of leed to grow;
grace doth not lie in the heart, as a ftone in the earth, but as

feed in the earth, which will Ipring up, firll the blade and then
the ear, and then the full corn in the ear.

2. Grace cannot but grow, from the fweetnefsand excellency

of it ; he that hath grace, is never weary of it, but fi;ill would
have more ; the delight he hath in it, caufeth thirft; ; grace is

the image of God, and a Chriftian thinks he can never be

enough like God.. Grace inftils peace ; therefore a Chriftian

cannot but ftrive to increafe in grace, becaufe, as grace grows,
fo peace grows.

3. Grace cannot but grow, from a believer's ingrafting into

Chrift; he who is a fcion, ingrafted into this noble, generous
ftock, cannot but grow. Chrift is fo full of fap, and vivifical

influence, that he makes all inoculated into him, grow fruitful,

Hof. xiv. S. * From me is thy fruit found.'

Q. 4. What motives or incentives are there to make us grow
in grace ?

Anf. 1. Growth is the end of the ordinances. Why doth a
man lay out coft on ground, manure and water it, but that it

may grow.'* The fincere milk of the word is, that we may
grow thereby, 1 Pet. ii. 2. The table of the Lord is on pur-

pofe for our fpiritual nouriihment and increate of grace.

2. The growth of grace is the bell evidence of the truth of

it: things that have no life will not grow, a picture wdl not

Vol. I. No. 0. Nn
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grow, a ftake in the hedge will not grow ; but a plant that hath

a vegetative life grows. The growing of grace fliews it to be

alive in the foul.

3. Growth in grace is the beauty of a Chriftian. The more
a child grows, the more it comes to its favour and complexion,

and looks more ruddy ; fo, the more a Chrillian grows in grace,

the more he comes to his fpiritual complexion, he looks fairer.

Abraham's faith was beautiful when in its infancy, but at laft it

grew lb vigorous and eminent, that God himfelf was in love with

it, and crowned Abraham with his honour, to be the ' father

of the faithful.'

4. The more we grow in grace, the more glory we bring to

God : God's glory is more worth than the falvation of all men's
fouls. This fhould be our defign, to raife the trophies of God's
glory ; and how can we do it more, than by growing in grace ?

John XV. 8. ' Hereby is my Father glorified, if ye bring forth

Much fruit.* Though the leail drachm of grace will bring fal-

vation to us, yet it will not bring fo much glory to God, Phil.

j. 11. * Filled with the fruits of his righteoufnefs, which are to

the praife of his glory.* It commends the fl^ill of the hufband^
man, when his plants grow and thrive ; it is a praife and ho-
nour to God, when we thrive in grace.

5. I'he more we grow in grace, the more will God love us.

Is it not that we pray for ? the more growth, the more will God
Jove us. The hulbandman loves his thriving plants ; the thriv-

ing Chriilian is God's Hephzihah, or chief delight. Chrift loves

tofeethe vinellourifhing, and the pomegranates budding. Cant,
"vi. 11. Chrill accepts the truth of grace, but commends the

growth of grace, Matth. viii. 10. ' I have not found fo great

faith, no not in Ifrael.' Would you be as the beloved diliciple

that lay in Chrift's bofom ? would you have much love from
Chrifl? labour for much growth, let faith flourilh with good
works, and love increafe into zeal.

6. What need we have to grow in grace. There is flill fome-
thing lacking in our faith, 1 Thefl". iii. 10. Grace is but in its

infancy and minority, and we mull be Hill adding a cubit to our
I'piritual llature ; the apoflles laid, 'Lord, increafe our faith,*

Luke xvii. 5. Grace is but weak, 2 Sam. iii. 39. * I am this

day weak, though anointed king.' So, though we are anoint-

ed with grace, yet we are but weak, and had need arrive at fur-

ther degrees of lan6tity.

7. The growth of grace will hinder the growth of corruption.

The more health grows, the more the diilerapers of the body
abate ; fo it is in fpirituals ; the more humility grows, the more
the fwelling of pride is afluaged ; the more purity of heart

grows, the more the fire of luft is abated. The growth of flowers

jn the garden doth not hinder the growing of weeds ; but the
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growing of this flower of grace hinders the fprouting of corrup-

tion. As Ibme plants have an antipathy, and will not thrive if

they grow near together, as the vine and the bay-tree ; fo, where

grace grows, lin will not thrive fo fait.

8. We cannot grow too much in grace ; there is no nimiiim,

no excels there. The body may grow too great, as in the

droply ; but faith cannot grow too great, a Thelf. i. 3. * Your
faith groweth exceedingly;' here was exceeding, yet not ex-

cels. As a man cannot have too much health, fo not too much
grace. Grace is the beauty of holinefs, Pllil. ex. 3. We can-

not have too much fpifitual beauty ; it will be the only trouble

at death, that we have grown no more in grace,

9. Such as do not grow in grace, decay in grace : Non pro-

gredi in via ejt regredi, Bern. There is no (landing at a Hay in

religion, either we go forward or backward : it" faith doth not

'grow, unbelief will ; if heavenly mindednefs doth not grow,
covetoufnefs will. A man that doth not increafe his Hock,

diminilheth it ; if you do not improve your ftock of grace, your
ftock will decay. The angels on Jacob's ladder were either

afcending or defcending ; if you do not afcend in religion, you
defcend.

10. The more we grow in grace, the more we fiiall flouridi

in glory. Though every veffel of glory Hiall be full, yet fome
velfels hold more : he whole pound gained ten, was made ruler

over ten cities, Luke xix. 17. Such as do not grow much,
though they do not lofe their glory, yet they lelfen their glory.

If any fliall follow the Lamb in whiter and larger robes of glory

than others, they (hall be luch as have ihoue mod in grace

here.

,Ufe. Lament we may the want of growth : religion in many
is grown only into a form and profelfion ; this is to grow in

leaves, not in fruit ; many Chriftiaus are like a body in an
atrophy, which doth not thrive ; they are not nourifhed by the

fermons they hear : like the angels who aliumed bodies, they

did eat, but did not grow. It is very ful'picious where there is

no growth, there wants a vital principle. Some inftead of grow-

ing better, grow worfe ; they grow more earthly, more prot'une,

2 T'im. iii. 13. Evil men proficient in pejus, iTiall wax wovie

and worfe. Many grow hell-ward, they grow pall.lhame, Eph.
ii. 3, 5. they are like fome watered (lulfs, which grow more
rotten.

Q. 5. How Ptall ice know whether we grow in grace f

A. For the deciding of this quellion, \ drdll, First, Shew the

figns of our not growing ; Secondly, Of our growing.

iJi,,'V\\& figns of our not growing in grace, but rather falling

into a Cpiritual conlumption.
iSign 1. When we have loft, our fpiritual appetite. A con'«

N n -2
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fumptive perfon hath not that ftomach to his njeat as formerly.

Perhaps, ChriCtian, thou canft remember the time when thou

didll hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs, thou didft come to

the ordinances with I'uch a Itoinach as to a feail: but now it is

otherwjfe, Chrift is not fo prized, nor his ordinances fo loved :

a fad prefage, grace is on the declining hand ; thou art in a deep
conl'umption. A (ign David was near his grave, when he
covered him with clothes, and got no heat, 1 Kings i. 1. So,

when a perfon is plied with hot clothes, 1 mean ordinances, yet

lie hath no heat of atfedtion to fpiritual things ; this is a fign he
is declining in grace.

Sign 2. When we grow more worldly. Perhaps once we
were mounted into higher orbs, we did fet our hearts on things

above, and ("peak the language of Canaan ; but now our minds
are taken oft' heaven, we dig our comfort out of thele lower
mines, and with Satan compafs the earth : a fign we are going
down the hill apace, and our grace is in a conl'umption. It is

obfervable, when nature decays, and people are near dying,
they grow more Hooping; and truly, when men's iiearts grow
more llooping to the earth, and they can hardly lift up themfelves
to an heavenly thought, if grace be not dead, yet it is ready to

die. Rev. iii. 2.

Sig7i 3. When we are lefs troubled about fin. Time was
when the leall fin did grieve us, (as the leaft hair makes the eye
weep) but now we can digeft fin without remorfe. Time was
when a Clnillian was troubled if he neglected clofet-prayer ;

now he can omit family- prayer. Time was when vain thoughts
did trouble him : now^ he is not troubled for loole pra6lices.

Here is a fad declenfion in religion ; and truly grace is ib far

from growing, that we can hardly perceive its pulle to beat. .

£dh/. The figns of our growing in grace.

1. The firft fign of our growing is, when we are got beyond
our former mealures of grace : a fign a child thrives, when he
hath outgrown his clothes, his clothes are too little for him.
That knowledge which would ferve us before, will not ferve us
now ; we have a deeper infight into religion, our light is clearer,

our fpark of love is increaled into a flame ; there is a fign of
growth, 'i'hat competency of grace we once had, is too (canty
for us ; we have outgrown ourfelves.

'2. When we are more firmly rooted in religion, Col. ii. 7.
* Rooted in him, and eftabliflied :' the fpreading of the root

Ihews the growth of the tree. When we arefo llrongly faflen-

ed on Chrift, that we cannot be blown down with the breath of
heretics, a bleifed fign of growth. Athanafius was called Adamas
ecclejice, an adament that could not be removed from the love

of the truth.

3. The third fign of growth ; When we have a more fpiritual
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frame of heart. I7?, We are more fpiritual in our principles

:

we oppofe i'm out of love to God, and as it ftrikes at his holi-

nefs. 2<//v, We are more fpiritual in our aft'e<5tions : we grieve

for the firli rifing of corruption, for the bubbling up of vain

thoughts, the fpring that runs under ground. MVe mourn not
only for the penalty of lin, but the pollution. It is not only a
coal that burns, but blacks. 3dh/, We are fpiritual in the per-

formance of duty; we are more ferious, reverent, fervent; we
have more life in prayer, we put fire to the facrifice, Rom. xii.

* Fervent in fpirit.' We ferve God with more love, whicli

ripens and mellows our duty, and makes it come oif with a bet-

ter reli(h.

4. The fourth fign of growth ; When grace gets ground by
oppofition. The fire, by an antiperiitafis, burns hotteft in the
coldell feafon. Peter's courage increafed by the oppofition of
llie high-prieft and the rulers, A6ts iv. 8, 11. The martyrs'

zeal was increafed by perlecution. Here was grace of the firft

magnitude.
Q. 6. What fJiall ice do to gro^c in grace f

Anf. 1. Take heed of that which will hinder growth, the love

of any fin : the body may as well thrive in a fever, as grace can
where any fin is cheriflied.

'2. Ufe all means for growth in grace. I/?, * Exercife your-
felves to godlineis,' 1 Tim. iv. 7- The body grows ftronger by
exercife. Trading of money makes men grow rich ; the more
we trade our faith in the promifes, the richer in faith we grow,
^dhj. If you would be growing Chriltians, be humble Chriltians.

It is obferved in feme countries {as in France) the beft and
largefi; grapes which they make their wine of, grow on the
lower fort of vines ; the humble faints grow mod in grace,

1 Pet. v. 5. ' God giveth grace to the humble.' 2>dly, Pray to

God for fpiritual growth. Some pray that they may grow in

giits. It is better to grow in grace than gifts : gifts are for

01 iiament, grace is for nourifliment ; to edify others, to faveour-
le.ves'. Some pray that they may grow rich ; but a fruitful

heart is better than a full purle. Pray that God would make
J u grow in grace, though it be by afflidion, Heb. xii. 10.

The vine grows by pruning. God's pruning-knife is to make
us grow more in grace.

Q 7- How may we comfortfach as complain they do not grow
in grace .2*

A7if: They may midake; they may grow, when they think
they do not, Prov. xiii. 7. 'There is that maketh himlelf
poor, yet he is rich,' The fight Cbrifl:ians have of their defe<5ts

in grace,, and their thirll after greater meafures of grace, makes
them think they c; • not grow when they do. He who covets a
great eftate, becaufe he iwth not 16 much as he defires, there-
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fore he thinks himfelf to be poor. Indeed Chrifiians fliould feek

alter the grace they want, but they mull not theretore over-

look the grace they have. Let Chriitians be thankful for the

lealt growth ; if you do not grow io much in aiiurance, blel'^j

God if you grow in lincerity ; if you do not grow fo much in

knowltdge, blels God if you grow in i)umiiity. If a tree grows
in the root, it is a true growth ; if you grow in the root-grace of

humility, it is as needful for you as any other growth.

OF PERSEVERANCE.

1 Pet. i. 5. Who are kept by the Power of God, through Faith

unto Salvation.

The fifth and lall fruit of fan61:ification, is perfeverance

in grace. The heavenly inheritance is kept for the laints, 1 Pet.

i. 4. and they are kept to the inheritance ; in ni}' text, * Who
are kept by the power of God through faith unto lalvation.'

The apoftle aiierts a faint's flability and permanency in grace.

The faint's perfeverance is much oppunged by Papilts and Ar-
minians ; but it is not the lels true, becaufe it isoppofed. A
Chrillian's main comfort depends upon this do6trineof perfeve-

rance : take away this, and you much prejudice religion, and
cut the finews of all chearful endeavours. Before I come to the

'

full handling and dill:'ufling this great point, let me fnft clear

the ienle of it, which I (hall do by way of concelVion or grant.

When I fay, believers do perfevere : IJi, 1 grant, that fuch

as are fo only in profeffion, may fall away, 2 Tim. iv. 10.
* Demas hath forfaken us.' Blazing comets foon evaporate.

A building on land will fall, Matth. vii. 2(5. ' Seeming grace

may be lolt.' No wonder to fee a bough fall from a tree that

is only tied on. Hypocrites are only tied on Chrift by an ex-
ternal profeffion, they are not ingrafted. Who ever thought
ariificial motions would hold long? the hypocrites' motion is

only artificial, not vital. All blollbms do not ripen into fruit.

2(//y, I grant, that, if believers were left to Hand upon their

own legs, they might fall finally. Some of the angeh, who
were liars full of light and glory, yet did aclually lole their

grace; and if thole pure angels fell from grace, much more
would the godly, who have fo much fin to betray them, if they
were not upheld by a fuperior power.

odiy, I grant, true believers, tho' they do not fall away ac-

tually, and lolii all their grace, yet their grace may fail in the

degree, and they may make a great breach upon their lan6tifi-

cation. Grace may be wenVwm, nonmortua-, dying, but not




